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ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: FAO, PORG, JM,US 

SUBJECT: JAMAICAN CANDIDACY FOR FAO COUNCIL 
REF: KINGSTON 5770 

1 . DEPARTMENT NOTES JAMAICAN REQUEST FOR USG SUPPORT FOR 
ITS CANDIDACY TO THE FAO COUNCIL AND WILL ACCORD IT EVERY 
CONSIDERATION. IN CONVEYING THIS TO FOREIGN MINISTRY, 

EMBASSY SHOULD ALSO NOTE THAT USG POLICY RE FAO COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS HAS BEEN TO SUPPORT, WHENEVER POSSIBLE, THOSE 
NATIONS WHOSE CANDIDACIES ARE ENDORSED BY MEMBERS OF THEIR 
GEOGRAPHIC REGION. 

2. FYI: US POLICY ABOVE HEWS CLOSELY TO THE GUIDELINES 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 STATE 241585 

FOR COUNCIL ELECTIONS SET FORTH IN THE FAO CONSTITUTION. 

THE CONSTITUTION CALLS FOR THE GROUPING BY GEOGRAPHIC 
REGION OF FAO MEMBERS, THE ALLOTMENT OF COUNCIL SEATS 
(42) BY REGIONS (7), AND ROTATION TO THE COUNCIL Y 
THE NATIONS IN A REGIONAL GROUP. UNDER THIS SYSTEM, 

MEMBER NATIONS OF A REGIONAL GROUP ENDORSE, AFTER MUTUAL 
CONSULTATIONS, THE GROUP NATIONS THAT WILL STAND FOR 
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ELECTION TO THE REGION S COUNCIL SEATS. NATIONS WITH THIS 
ENDORSEMENT GENERALLY HAVE GAINED ELECTION TO THE 
COUNCIL. 

3. IAMAICA IS ONE OF 27 NATIONS BELONGING TO THE FAO 
LATIN AMERICA GROUP, WHICH HOLDS EIGHT COUNCIL SEATS AND 
WILL PICK UP A NINTH AT THE NOVEMBER CONFERENCE WHEN THE 
COUNCIL EXPANDS TO 49. FIVE OF THESE SEATS WILL COME 
OPEN AT THE CONFERENCE AND IAMAICA AND EL SALVADOR ARE 
THUS FAR THE ONLY LATIN AMERICA GROUP NATIONS TO HAVE 
INFORMED US OF THEIR CANDIDACIES. END FYI CHRISTOPHER 
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